Vote on 4 June and discharge your duty as responsible citizens

A Joint Statement from British Muslim Scholars on the forthcoming local and European elections

Indeed all praise belong to Allah, we praise Him, seek His aid and His forgiveness. We seek refuge in Allah from the evils
of our souls and the evils of our actions. Whomsoever Allah guides, there is none to misguide and whomsoever Allah
misguides, no one can guide him. We testify that there is no deity worthy of worship except Allah alone. He has no
partners and we testify that Muhammad is His slave and Messenger. Prayers and Salutations upon His chosen Prophet,
upon the Prophet's household, his companions, and all the Prophets.

Allah, subahanahu wa ta ‘ala says:
"Verily never will Allah change the condition of a people until they change it themselves (within their own souls)." Ar-ra’d
13:11

“There is no good in much of their secret conferences save (in) whosoever enjoineth charity and fairness and peace-
making among the people and whoso does that, seeking the good pleasure of God, We shall bestow on him a vast
reward.” (Al-Nisa’, 4:114).

1. As ulema, scholars belonging to Islam’s diverse traditions and schools of thoughts, we come together today to
urge our brothers and sisters to take part in the forthcoming election and vote on 4 June.

2. Participating in the democratic process is vital. As citizens we have a right to choose the people who represent us
and to determine who gets to affect our daily lives. As Muslims, we have an obligation to join hands with others
to elect those who will seek the common good.

3. In Britain, our democratic system is undergoing serious upheaval as many people are justifiably skeptical about
our political class embroiled in scandal. Muslims too are understandably de-motivated by this and there will be
a stronger temptation to stay away from the forthcoming elections.

4. We urge all to resist this tendency. Muslims should exercise their vote, and use the opportunity, alongside their
fellow Britons, to vote for people who they feel will represent them, and will discharge their duty to seek the
common good in a spirit of public service. It is a time to demand greater scrutiny of those who represent us.

5. OnJune 4, we have an added responsibility to vote in the European elections. For the first time, openly anti-
Muslim parties have a very real chance of gaining national prominence by winning a seat in the European
Parliament. They will join Islamophobes from continental Europe to further perpetuate their message of hate
against Muslims. In the past, their leaders have described Islam as “a vicious, wicked faith” and have falsely
accused Muslims of all sorts of crimes. Their words have led to racist violence — if they get elected on 4 June,
they will have public funding that will only amplify their vicious Islamophobia.

We urge our respected scholars and Imams to discuss these five points at their Jumuah Khutbah this Friday. We
urge all, young and old, men and women, to mobilise and vote on 4 June. Ensure all members of your families and your
locality are organised to vote together in great numbers and stop racist and anti-Muslim candidates get elected in the
European Parliament.
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